PBL Water Quality

The Story (read by instructor)
A small bass was swimming along in a clean river (_____) when it swam past a house where the owner was fertilizing his lawn. Some of the fertilizer spilled into the river, and it burned the fish’s skin. As the fish continued swimming downstream, the water became murky where a storm drain fed into the river. A homeowner nearby was hosing oil spots off her driveway where she had parked her poorly maintained car. The oil entered the storm drain and flowed right into the river. Further on, the fish swam past a farmer plowing his fields.  The loose topsoil blew into the river and clogged the fish’s gills, making it difficult for the fish to breathe. Around the next bend in the river, builders at a new homesite who were throwing small pieces of drywall into the river startled the fish. The wet drywall was very sticky and stuck to the fins and gills of the small bass and the glue burned its eyes. It struggled to swim away to a less dangerous part of the river.

